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115 E. Washington St. 
Bloomington, IL  61702-3157 

www.cityblm.org/publicworks 
  Phone: (309) 434-2225 

                  Fax: (309) 434-2201 

Dear Residents, 
 
Welcome to spring 2023!  I hope to see everyone out and enjoying this beautiful lake!   
 
One of the most frequently asked 
questions that I receive, 
especially during the fall, winter, 
and early spring, is when will 
Lake Bloomington fill back up?  
Several years ago, the City 
installed monitoring equipment 
on the Lake Bloomington and 
Evergreen Lake spillways.  This 
equipment sends water height 
information every 15 minutes 
that we save in the cloud.  For 
Lake Bloomington to be 
considered “full pool,” which is 
fancy way of saying that water is at the top of the spillway without going over, the water level must be at 719.50 
feet above sea level.   
 
On December 12, 2022, we recorded the lowest level for the year, which was 712.12 feet above sea level, which 
means Lake Bloomington was down 7.38 feet.  On February 17, 2023, water began going over the spillway.  Total 
precipitation between the beginning of December of 2022 and the end of February 2023 was 6.35 inches. 
 
Water is transported to Lake Bloomington 
via two tributaries – Money Creek and 
Hickory Creek.  These two creeks are 
filled by rainfall and farm drainage tiles.  
The area that drains into these creeks is 
called the Lake Bloomington Watershed.  
The watershed area for Lake Bloomington 
is 43,248-acres.  The watershed area for 
Evergreen Lake is 26,264-acres.  Since 
Lake Bloomington is a smaller reservoir 
than Evergreen Lake with a larger 
watershed area, Lake Bloomington does 
not need as much time to fill up as 
Evergreen Lake does.  This also explains 
why Lake Bloomington only needed a 
little over 6 inches of rain to bring the 
Lake up over 7 feet.  This is also why the 
City uses Evergreen Lake the majority of the time to draw water to the Treatment Plant.  Since Evergreen Lake 
has a smaller watershed area than Lake Bloomington, nitrates are usually much lower than what we experience 
in Lake Bloomington.  Evergreen Lake is able to dilute nitrates much easier than Lake Bloomington.  However, 
during times that water quality meets regulatory standards in Lake Bloomington, the City will begin to use Lake 
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Bloomington as the primary reservoir.  Traditionally, the times when Lake Bloomington is utilized is between 
August and February when nitrate levels are at their lowest. 
 
Upcoming Projects around Lake Bloomington: 

 Progress is being made between the Water Division and Parks and Recreation to use the former Girl Scout 
Camp for day-camps for kids.  Kids will learn how to fish, kayak, identify flowers and animals and the 
trails will be used for hiking.  I am excited to be able to offer this area for use. 

 The City, with the McLean County Soil and Water Conservation District (MCSWCD), won a grant to 
plant 25 oak trees.  These trees will be planted in the 6-acre field on Carver Road before the Girl Scout 
Camp.  The Hudson and Lexington 4-H Club will be planting them on April 15. 

 The City and MCSWCD, won another grant from Pheasants Forever to install more wildflowers.  This 3-
acre area is where we cleared out the brush along N. 1750 East Road and E 2350 North Road. 

 More wildflowers will be planted around the Mucky Duck Marina, the end of Kickapoo Lane and between 
Nighthawk and Sandpiper Lane. 

 We will be installing another yard waste collection area on Kickapoo Lane. 
 
Boating Season Safety Rules and Regulations: 
 
Be sure to remember: 

 All wake zones must be adhered to. 
 All boats that pull anyone, must have an observer as well as a twelve-inch by twelve-inch orange flag 

affixed to the highest point on the boat. 
 All boats must have all safety equipment – appropriate number of life jackets, horn or whistle, Type -IV 

throwable device, battery connection covers. 
 Skiing is allowed between the hours of 12:00 PM and 7:00 PM. 
 All boats must have a current 2023 registration sticker (if you have submitted your registration, stickers 

will be mailed out shortly). 
 Please see Chapter 23 of the City of Bloomington Codes and Ordinances for a complete review of all 

ordinances. 
 
I am excited to see just how beautiful Lake Bloomington is becoming.  I greatly appreciate all your help!  I can’t 
wait until all of the flowers begin to bloom!  It means the world to me that we can work together to help make 
Lake Bloomington a special place to live and work. 
 
See you around the Lake! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

   
Joseph M. Darter 
City of Bloomington | Property Manager 
Public Works Department | Water Division 
25515 Waterside Way | Hudson, IL 61748 
Office: (309) 434-2431 | Cell: (309) 275-8087 
Fax: (309) 434-2915 | Email: jdarter@cityblm.org 
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2023 Lake Bloomington Association Membership Form
www.LakeBloomington.com

Please print

Name(s) in membership: (1) _________________________(2) __________________________

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________

City: _________________________ State: ________ Zip: ____________ 

Home Phone # ________________ Cell # (1)_________________ Cell #(2)_________________

Lake 911 Address (if different from above): _______________________________________________

Lake Phone#: ______________________ Do you live at lake full time?   Yes __   No __

Email Address: (1)______________________________________________________________
(2)___________________________________________________________________________
Please include your Email address if you want to be informed of LBA events and receive the LBA Newsletter. 

Special notes or comments: ____________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________

Annual Dues: $     25.00 
Fireworks Donation: $ __________
Amount Enclosed: $ __________

Please send the above form along with your payment to:

Lake Bloomington Association Note: Each family or individual in a multi-ownership 
P.O. Box 223 property should sign up for their own membership if 
Hudson, IL 61748 they wish to receive their own Lake Breeze & Directory. 

Please make checks payable to: Lake Bloomington Association 
OR: Pay online with Pay Pal on our website www.lakebloomington.com (click on buttons). If paying online, be sure to 
email lakebloomingtonassociation@gmail.com with your membership information or changes, if any. 

The $ 25.00 annual Lake Bloomington Association (LBA) membership dues are used to further the primary objective of 
the LBA, which is the improvement of Lake Bloomington and the surrounding community. Your dues pay for: 

 Lake Breeze Newsletter Subscription
 4 th of July fireworks and festivities
 Lake Bloomington landscaping care and maintenance
 Various service and beautification projects
 Social events
 LBA Membership Directory

– Annual Membership Dues payment is requested in January of each year –
 Revised 2.1.23
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Please help our annual fireworks display tradition continue by donating. 

Please complete the form below to help support and continue this great tradition 
at the Lake live on!

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE:_________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $__________________

Please send this form & checks payable to:
LBA
P.O. Box 223
Hudson, IL 61748

The Lake Bloomington Association is made up of residents and anyone 
else who enjoys the Lake and works to improve the lake and surrounding 
community. Anyone can join the LBA; you don’t have to live at the Lake. 
It’s a great way to meet new people who also enjoy Lake Bloomington. 
If you are interested in joining the LBA, or have questions or comments, 
please email us at lakebloomingtonassociation@gmail.com.

JIM SPACHMAN
Agent

2501 E College Avenue, Suite A
Bloomington, IL 61704-2484
Bus 309.661.1700   Toll Free 866.661.1700
Fax 309.663.1007   Cell 309.261.1890
jim@jimspachman.com
jimspachman.com

24 Hour Good Neighboor Service ®

www.prairie-storage.com
ogradymike1@gmail.com


