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603 W. Division St. 
Bloomington, IL 61701 

www.bloomingtonil.gov 
                   Phone: (309) 434-2400 

 
 

Dear Residents, 
 
I hope everyone is doing well and that the summer was enjoyed with family and friends!  I know I am looking 
forward to cooler temperatures and enjoying the fall colors around our beautiful Lake! 
 
The City continues to address our many challenges that we face head on.  During the winter/spring, as you all 
remember, we experienced a very prolonged taste and odor problem with our finished water.  This was due to 
several factors: warmer temperatures during the winter, lack of any significant rainfall, lower lake volumes and 
an algae bloom that occurred during the brief time that both lakes froze over.  The Water Department worked 
very closely with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency to secure two emergency permits to combat this 
issue.  The first permit was to begin utilizing Powdered Activated Carbon in addition to our Granulated Activated 
Carbon in our sixteen filters and an algaecide permit to treat and eliminate algal growth within the reservoirs 
themselves. 
 
We contracted Aquatic Controls to treat both reservoirs.  The plan called for treating what is called the benthic 
layer, which is the bottom two feet of the water column where lower dissolved oxygen (due to higher 
temperatures) allowed phosphorous to be released which algae feeds on.  Aquatic Controls then treated the surface 
area (top seven feet of the water column).  This treatment was effective in reducing and eliminating the naturally 
growing algae that is always present in our reservoirs.  We are planning to treat both reservoirs in the next couple 
of weeks to better position water quality as winter sets in and the lakes turnover. 
 
Since our Lake residents are the closest customers receiving our finished water, if anyone notices any changes to 
the taste and odor of our water, please let me know right away! 
 
We will be budgeting our lease income to start repairing the interior residential roads.  It is vitally important that 
lease invoices be paid as soon as possible to ensure that we can budget accordingly.  We started a trial project 
during the summer with the Inner-Loop Road (Lampe Lane) with milling sections and then chip sealing the road.  
I was pleased with how the finished product looks and has held up.  Over the next couple of months, we will 
evaluate the conditions of each road and budget for the worst roads to be repaired first.  The few gravel roads that 
we have will be paved last as we have to focus our attention on the asphalt roads that are crumbling faster and 
faster each year to help lower the cost of repairs. 
 
If anyone has any questions, please feel to contact me directly at jdarter@cityblm.org or by calling me at 309-
434-2431 (desk phone) or my cell phone at 309-251-5401. 
 
I hope to see everyone around the Lake enjoying the fall weather! 
 
Sincerely, 
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Winter Solstice Hike 
at 

East Bay Camp 
Sunday, December 21st 

4:30-6:30 PM 
 



PO Box 701
Danvers, IL 61732Email  grayco1@frontiernet.net

GraycoHeatingandCooling.com
309-963-2005 or 800-205-4005

LI CENSED •  BO NDED •  INSURED
Bloomington, Normal, Danvers and Surrounding Communities

Member SIPC

Shawn Finlen, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
507 N Hershey Road
Suite C
Bloomington, IL 61704
309-662-8582
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