LBA Board Minutes
7:00 PM Thursday, March 6, 2025
Home of Angie & Carey Davis
25360 Hiawatha Lane

The Lake Bloomington Association March 2025 meeting was called to order by Bob Freitag at 7:07 PM.  

The following board members were present:
Bob Freitag, Traci Freitag, Matt Stuckel, Helen Ogar, Paul Lawrence, Mark Csanda, Angie Davis, Carey Davis, Mark Schuler, Julia Davis, Tom Carey, Megan Dortenzo, and guests Joe Darter, Brian Lueschen and Brett Lueschen.

The minutes from the January 9, 2025 Board Meeting were reviewed and approved as presented.

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Paul Lawrence. A written report was distributed to the board by e-mail. Our current balance is $43,753, but most of our expenses have not yet been incurred/paid.  Paul noted that 58 members have already paid their annual dues.  

Joe Darter reported that the City continues to seek solutions for finding more water, noting that there are possibilities for several new businesses to locate in the City which would increase demand for water.  One method for adding volume would be, as previously discussed, the dredging of the two reservoirs.  Despite the cost, Joe is hopeful and optimistic that there will be a dredging project to add water volume.  The more pressing issue for the City presently is the taste and odor of the water being caused by algae growth. Joe reported that the City is actively and aggressively working on that problem. Joe discussed a 40’ silo system that will be installed at the water plant to more thoroughly filter and cleanse the water, but that project will take time and not immediately address the problem. In the interim, the City is utilizing a carbon filtering system using some older, presently available equipment, with EPA approval, to improve the water taste and odor.

Joe then introduced Brett Lueschen, his immediate supervisor at the City Water Department. Brett shared that outside of his employment with the City, he also serves as the Money Creek Township Supervisor, and is also the Towanda Fire Department Fire Chief.  Brett discussed the situation of the need for maintenance on the inner roadways around the lake, and indicated that he supported the notion of finding a way to obtain and use motor tax fuel dollars for doing so. Brett indicated that he supported the township’s cooperating to make that happen.

Joe then introduced Brian Lueschen, who is a candidate for Money Township Road Commissioner in the upcoming April 1 municipal election.  Brian indicated that he lived near the lake, on PJ Keller Highway, and that in addition to farming, he serves as the assistant chief for the Towanda Fire department.  Brian briefly stated that if elected, he would work to find ways that the township might assist in improving and maintaining the lake’s inner roads.




Initiative Reports:  

City Liaison 
Mark C reported that he and Bob recently attended a lunch meeting with Ed Andrews, head of the Water Department. Joe D and Brett Lueschen were also in attendance. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss maintenance of the inner roads at our lake. Mark indicated that Ed was supportive of the need for finding ways to get the roads repaired, and to implement a long-term plan for their maintenance. One idea discussed at the meeting was the possibility of having the roads dedicated as public rights-of-way, (which they presently are not), and which would qualify them for receipt of state motor fuel tax money. Ed agreed to look into that possibility and work with his staff to pursue that or other options.
Mark also discussed the possibility of inviting the Hudson Township Road Commissioner, Jeff Emmert, to our next LBA Board meeting. Mark will follow up on that possibility.   

Lake Breeze Newsletter 
Traci set April 15th as the deadline for submitting articles for the Spring Newsletter, which will be published and distributed in late April.

Resident News
Bob reported that longtime lake resident Barb Busch has passed away. Barb maintained a home on Ron Smith Memorial Highway.   

Membership Dues
Paul and Helen reported that, as noted in the treasurer’s report, 58 members have already paid their dues. They supported the idea of including the membership form with the Spring Dinner invitation, as that worked well last year. Discussion was also had about following that up with an e-mail blast, also including the membership application.  

Spring Dinner
Traci reported the date for the Spring Dinner has been set for May 8, 2025. Kathy has already contracted with the site for the dinner, the Lexington Community Center, and the caterer, Annie’s Eats.  Discussion was held regarding whether the invitations for the dinner should be sent via e-mail, snail mail or both, and it was agreed that despite the expense of postal mailing that the invitations should be mailed along with a 2025 LBA Membership application. There was also discussion about the situation of members attending the dinner claiming to have paid but not being on our list of those who paid. It was agreed that, as it was handled at the fall dinner, we would simply allow those members to attend and then have the treasurer follow up afterward to either confirm that they had paid, or contact them and request payment after the fact.

Beautification
Matt S reported that the contract with Advantage Lawn Care for mulch purchase and placement came in at $4900.00, which is over the budgeted amount of $4500.00.  After discussion, a motion was made and seconded to amend the budget amount to $5000.00, motion carried. Matt also noted that responsibilities for this initiative are being transitioned to board members Kathy and Daryl Oncken.


Seasonal Clean-ups 
Traci reported that the Spring Cleanup Day will be held on April 26th, the Saturday before the annual Lake Run. Traci will contact East Bay to see if they are available/willing to provide breakfast before the event.

Address Signs
Mark S shared no progress from Nate Green on the current sign updates.  Tom indicated that Nate is his neighbor, and agreed to contact Nate and discuss his willingness/availability to update the names needed, and confirm that Nate has the names we need plates created for.

Guided Nature Walks 
Helen reported that the Parklands Foundation is hosting some guided walks, and that those are being advertised on our LBA Facebook page. There was also discussion about including notice of those walks in the Spring newsletter.

Flag Maintenance 
Bob reported that the flag at Penn’s Tower is in need of replacement after the winds we have recently endured. Joe indicated that he will obtain replacement flags in the next week or so and contact Bob once they are available for pickup.  

Camp partnerships 
Traci reported that East Bay continues to provide access to their indoor pickleball court for lake residents when camps are not being held. There are regular groups who use the court on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Other initiative reports
None

Old Business:
	
LBA Directory update 
Helen reported that she and Paul are working on updates and corrections, and that the new directory will be available for distribution at the Spring Dinner. 

Winter Social
Traci reported that Winter Social on February 13th at Lake Road Inn was a great success.  Craig did another wonderful job of providing good food. There were over 60 members in attendance, and several stayed well past the event’s conclusion to enjoy fellowship and laughter! There was some discussion about also having some sort of LBA related event at Green Gables in order to show our support for their business as well. It was agreed that perhaps hosting an LBA Happy Hour on the outdoor patio sometime this summer would be a fun event. 

New Business:

Cybernautic web hosting proposal
Bob and Carey reported on a meeting they had with local business Cybernautic regarding their proposal for re-designing and hosting our LBA website. The proposal was provided to the board virtually for review. The proposal provides that they would do the re-design pro bono, a value of some $4000.00, and that they would charge a fee of $150-$200 per month (depending upon whether the LBA wants certain accessibility tools added) for web-hosting. It was noted that they are a local business owned by a lake resident and would be conveniently available for questions, problem-solving etc.  Bob noted that Matt M would be providing a second web re-design and hosting proposal from another vendor at our April meeting, so further discussion was tabled until then.

Other new business
None

Helen made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Matt S; motion carried, meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM. Next meeting is April 10th at Shannon and Matt S’s home. 


