2025 LBA PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT

LBA BOARD:  First, your LBA Board held 8 monthly board meetings, hosted by various board members in their respective homes around the lake.  One of those gatherings, held last November, was a strategic planning session at which your board reviewed and updated our strategic plan document, as we do every 2 years. That plan includes focusing on the board’s priorities for the coming years, and details various goals and initiatives to help serve those priorities.  

The board also maintained our lake Facebook page; produced and distributed the Lake Breeze, our organization newsletter; and hosted a number of social events, including our Winter Social Hour at Lake Road Inn in February and our Spring Dinner which was held at the Lexington Community Center in May. And, of course, the board continued its work on the many initiatives and activities which help us to support the LBA’s Mission of enhancing the quality of life for all of our members and lake residents.  Traci and I would like to highlight just a few of the successes of the past year on those initiatives.


	(COORDINATING DOCK CONCERTS):  Perhaps one of the most popular and fun initiatives which I just love working on is helping to coordinate dock concerts throughout the summer season.  These events have been a wonderful way to bring friends and neighbors together to enjoy some great music and a truly fun time!  This summer was again a huge success, as a number of residents  stepped up to host various bands and musicians on their docks who performed concerts for all to enjoy.  We want to thank the following residents who hosted concerts this summer:
		
(1) Diana and Matt Matigian, who hosted their son Dominic and his band, D.M. Wesley and the Mighty Handful, on July 4th;
(2) Marshall and Marianne Kaisner, who hosted our very own lake community resident Lisa Galliart and her band “Lisa G and the Good Reasons” on July 5th;
(3) Rick Hemwall and Lisa Molter, who hosted guitarist and vocalist Kyle Yap on August 9th; and
(4) Shannon Duvendack and Matt Stuckel, who hosted their annual benefit concert for St. Jude, on August 30th.

		
What a wonderful and fun gift each of these residents have given to our lake community by hosting these dock concerts!  If anyone is interested in hosting a dock concert next year, please contact us and the LBA will be more than happy to help promote your event!

	
(SPRING AND FALL CLEAN-UP):  2 lake clean-up days were held in the past year, one last fall and again this past spring.  On each of those days, LBA volunteers gathered together to walk around our lake perimeter roads and pick up trash.  We’d like to thank all of those who came out to help, and a huge thank you to Cassie Leitzen and the East Bay Camp staff who provided a wonderful hot breakfast for all the volunteers who came out for our Clean Up days!

	And if you missed out on that fun….have we got a deal for you!  Our Fall Clean Up Day is only a few weeks away, on Saturday morning, October 4th!  Watch the Facebook page for details.


	(BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE):  This past year, the LBA continued to work with Advantage Lawn & Landscaping to supply and spread mulch in many of our landscaping areas around the lake.  Thank you to Shannon Duvendack & Matt Stuckel and lake resident Janet Wiser who help coordinate this initiative for the LBA.  And we are so grateful for all of the residents who volunteer their time to plant flowers and plants in these areas, as well as all the other beautiful wildflower gardens that grace the various neighborhoods around our lake!


	(LBA WEBSITE):  Throughout this past year, your LBA Board had a number of discussions regarding our organization’s website. Due to difficulties in communicating with our current website hosting service, and despite a lot of hours spent by board members trying to update the site, the board decided to explore other options for a website. These efforts eventually led to a decision by the board to enter into a website development and hosting agreement with a local Bloomington company, Cybernautic. They have been absolutely great to work with, and a huge bonus is the fact that Cybernautic is led by lake resident, Mr. Chad Parker! Chad and his company have agreed to develop a brand new website design for us – a service that normally would cost about $4000.00. Cybernautic will be completing and launching our new website…at no cost. The board has entered into a contract for Cybernautic to then host our website and continue to provide updates and technical assistance to us for a monthly cost of $200.00. We are in the process now of holding meetings with them to begin the design process, which may take several months before the new website is ready to launch. So…watch for more on this to come.

(4th OF JULY CELEBRATION):  Like many of you, our favorite day of the year here at the lake is the 4th of July!  The sounds of laughter and celebration that fill the air during that day bring huge smiles to our faces.  And this year, Mother Nature blessed us with just a beautiful day with no threat of rain at all!

The LBA continues to sponsor the annual pontoon boat parade and it was once again a fun event.  It was evident that our judges, the Parker and Osenga families, had a difficult task choosing a winner given the creative and fun decorations that were on display.  You can see photos of all of the entries in the summer edition of the Lake Breeze. This year, big winners of the $100.00 cash prize and the annual Ranney Traveling Trophy was the Parks  family, with their fun and entertaining Jurassic Park entry.  Those dinosaur costumes had to be a bit warm on that sunny day!!  Second place went to the Lipic family with their Gilligan’s Island entry.  Thank you to all those who worked hard at decorating their pontoons and participating in the parade, and to our City Lake Patrol for once again leading the parade this year!

The fireworks show that night was once again the perfect way to demonstrate our patriotism and pride in our country, and of course the perfect way to end our big day at the lake.  Thanks to the Gridley Fire Department for providing safety and fire protection for the show, and to the City staff for making sure everything worked out at the site.  And…thank you to all of those who contributed to the cost of the show…..it  would not happen without your financial support, so again….thank you.  We can’t wait to see everyone come out again to celebrate next year – start thinking of some great pontoon boat ideas now – it’s never too early!
	(CHLORINE TABLETS PROGRAM):  The LBA continues to offer our residents chlorine tablets for your septic systems.  This is such an easy and important way that you can help keep our lake water clean.  We have a few tablets available here tonight, and will have more at the Spring Dinner as well.  The LBA subsidizes the cost of those tablets, so they are much more affordable than they would be if you purchase them on your own.  Tablets can be purchased tonight – for only $2 each!


 	(CAMP PARTNERSHIPS):  It has been my pleasure this past year to work with our camp neighbors at East Bay and Timber Pointe on behalf of the LBA.  Cassie Leitzen and Nancy Lane at East Bay and Lydia Gartner and her staff at Timber Pointe have been so supportive of 	working with and supporting the LBA and our lake community.  East Bay continues to open up their indoor pickleball court for free use by lake residents when there is not a camp in session, and invites residents to many camp activities like their fall cookout and winter solstice hike and campfire.  Watch our Facebook page for these activity announcements.  

The Timber Pointe Yacht Club, headed up by LBA Board Member Commodore Paul Lawrence, continued this year to provide Wednesday evening boat rides to camp participants.  What a great way to showcase our beautiful lake to these campers and their counselors!  This summer, our pontoon captains gave over 730 rides in 12 different sessions!  Thank you to all the boat captains who make this possible each week during the summer camp season.


	(INTERIOR ROADS IMPROVEMENTS):  The final initiative we’d like to report on is one that arose from prior strategic planning sessions of the board, and was created specifically in response to concerns expressed to the board by you, our neighbors. That initiative is one we refer to as “Seek solutions to interior road issues.”

	The LBA Board has, for the past several years, been engaged in meetings and conversations with city leaders and staff, as well as leaders and staff from the county and the 2 townships which our lake community lies in, regarding the deteriorating condition of many of the interior roads in our various lake neighborhoods. I will very frankly say that it has been a slow and at times frustrating process, and we know that many of you share in that frustration. However…I can tell you now, with a relatively high degree of confidence, that present city leaders, some of whom are present this evening, have been listening, and have voiced support for our request that our interior roads receive the attention they desperately need. While this remains an ongoing process, we wanted to report to you, our members, that work is being done and progress toward finding solutions is being made. I do want to specifically thank our lake property manager, Mr. Joe Darter, for facilitating communication between our board members and city staff, and to Mr. Ed Andrews for recognizing the legitimacy of our concerns.  More to come on this…..! 


(OUTGOING BOARD MEMBER): Finally, we want to close our annual President’s Report by thanking our outgoing board member, Mr. Mark Schuler. We are so grateful for the willingness of our neighbors to volunteer their time, effort and passion to making our lake community a better place for all of us by serving on the board.  Thank you, Mark, for your service.
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