LBA Board Minutes
7:00 PM Thursday, July 18, 2024


The Lake Bloomington Association July 18, 2024 meeting was called to order at 7:04 by Bob Freitag.  The following board members and guests were present.  Bob Freitag, Traci Freitag, Matt Matigian, Rick Hamm, Brad Wallace, Cathy Wallace, Leroy Shouse, Paul Lawrence, Matt Stuckel, Shannon Duvendack, and Joe Darter.

The minutes of the June meeting were reviewed and accepted. 

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Paul Lawrence, and accepted without objection.  The current balance in operations is $35,232.  199 people paid dues this year as compared to 150 last year.  Total income is $10,000 more than last year.  

Joe Darter reported that they are putting a bid out for water main replacement at PJ Keller bridge.  They’ll be replacing about 1200 feet of the main that serves the East side of the lake and was installed in 1964 – they’ve had four breaks in that main in the last few years.  The city council approved the plan to study dredging both lakes and raise the spillway (3 ft) at Evergreen and add another spillway at Evergreen.  They’ll have to buy land, vacuum pump the silt, dry it on land, and then after a couple years, it can be used to spread on farm land.  The city is targeting an additional 1.5 million gallons per day.  

Joe also reported that the Hudson dive team has disbanded – the El Paso fire department is now handling dive team responsibilities should we need them.  Joe met with State Senator Tom Bennet at East Bay Camp.  They discussed the quality of roads.  The mayor of Lexington stopped by and commented on the beauty of the lake.  The mayor of Bloomington also attended.  The Bloomington mayor spent time talking with the counselors and high school kids that work at the camp, thanking them and stressing the importance of their work.  

Initiative reports:

McLean County report – the highway work starts the first week of August and is expected to take 6 weeks.  The city is installing two new fire hydrants along county road 41.

Member report - The Finchem’s home sold.  Lezlee will send a new member packet when the sale is complete. There is one new member in the last month.  

Beautification – The association park flowers were planted in the new stone planter.  

Flag maintenance – The flag is flying well, but beginning to tatter.  Joe will get new ones to Bob.  

Chlorine Tablets – A couple people have used the program.  Paul said they recently purchased additional tablets. 

Nature walks – Helen posted an opportunity recently and people appreciated the information.  McLean County Soil and Water is planning a Halloween party and fishing derby in October – they may include a nature walk.  

Camp Partnerships – East Bay is concerned about traffic moving too fast on Ron Smith Highway.  It is a safety issue for the campers.  They have called the Sheriff’s office, but haven’t had any help.  Several people offered to set up a meeting with the Sheriff’s office to discuss solutions. 

Dock Concerts.  Sept 14th at Houskas.  Aug 3rd at Hemwalls.  In addition, the symphony brass ensemble is on August 9 at Turners.  Marshall Kaisner is planning a 2025 concert on July 5th.  

Pickleball.  Nothing new. 

Interior roads.  Nothing new.  

Association Park.  Nothing additional.

Old Business:

4th of July review.  It was a wonderful day with great weather!  There were 11 participants in the pontoon parade – the winner was an entry from the Mucky Duck Marina.  The bull horn was very helpful.  The fireworks went well, this year, there were the same number of rockets, but they fired them closer together.  The expenses for new yard signs, gift certificates, parade awards, President’s boat banner, came to $759, a donation of $150 will help deter the cost.  The board approved the expenses.  

Lake Breeze.  The summer edition went to the editor and will come out at the end of July.  If you have ideas for the fall, please let Traci know.

Facebook page / Website / Communications.  Matt Matigian had volunteered to look for bids to manage the website.  Matt has given board communications some thought – Facebook seems to work well for people to share information.  It doesn’t work as well for the information the board would like to share with the membership.  He plans to check in with a web developer to find out how cost effective it is to use a web page, with an automatic email blast.  

Address signs.  We have had a few questions and will forward those to Mark Schuler.

Fall Dinner.  September 12 is reserved at El Paso.  The price will be $10 more than last year, $45 per person.  The board discussed other options for the menu, but decided to stay with the filet dinner.  Paul is looking for speaker ideas – real estate at Lake Bloomington was discussed, the history of the area is another suggestion.  

New Business:

We are soliciting hosts for future meetings.  

Nominating committee.  Matt Stuckel and Rick Hamm volunteered to serve on the committee to put together fall nominations for the board.  They will present a draft slate at the August board meeting, for final presentation to the membership at the fall dinner.  

Strategic Planning.  The strategic planning meeting will be held in November.  

Joe Darter mentioned that East Bay Camp spends $20,000 per year for underprivileged children to go to camp.  He wondered if we might want to help – the board will discuss during the strategic planning session.

The next meeting is scheduled for August 8th at the Freitag’s.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm.  
