LBA Board Meeting Notes
7:00 PM Thursday November 9, 2023
Home of Traci & Bob Freitag
24444 Ron Smith Memorial Highway

The Lake Bloomington Association Board meeting was called to order at 7:15 PM. The following board members and guests were present: Traci Freitag, Bob Freitag, Mark Csanda, Diana Matigian, Matt Matigian, Rick Hamm, Julia Davis, Robert McDonald, Leroy Shouse, and Rick Mehall.

The notes of the August and October 2023 meetings were reviewed and approved.

There was no formal treasurer’s report presented. Bob Freitag reported that Treasurer Paul Lawrence had communicated that there was no change to the treasurer’s report ending September 22, 2023, but that there had been some mail received which included dues payments, which would be deposited and then reflected in the first financial report of 2024.

Joe Darter was unable to attend the meeting, but Mark Csanda reported that he had met with Joe and there was nothing of significance to report.  Mark did indicate that the new Water Department director, Ed Andrews, was eager to meet with LBA representatives and discuss ways we could help each other.  Joe told Mark that he would speak with Mr. Andrews about attending an LBA Board meeting in the early part of next year, and Mark also indicated that he would try to coordinate with Jow to schedule a lunch meeting with Mr. Andrews as well.

INITIATIVE REPORTS:

Lake Breeze: The Winter edition was discussed. Ideas for articles included: a republishing of the current strategic plan; an update on Green Gables; chlorine tablets reminder; discussion of increased costs of fireworks and initiatives, and need for financial support from our membership.  Traci asked that any article submissions be e-mailed to her by January 12th, with a hopeful issue date around January 26th.

Facebook Page and Website: Traci reported that Cathy Wallace had disabled the anonymous post feature. Traci encouraged all to use the site for posting of information relating to lake activities.

Resident news: No report received from Lezlee Dillon.  New residents just recently closed on Arrowhead Lane, Phil & Karen Reginelli.

Membership dues: Helen and Paul unable to attend, no report submitted.  There was discussion about the possibility of future dues increase.  Traci & Bob will be sending out a letter and dues notice for 2024 after the Christmas holiday.

Beautification: Shannon and Matt unable to attend.  Matt did provide an estimate from Advantage Landscaping for 2024 in the amount of $4041.72.  The invoice was circulated and discussed.

Spring Dinner: Timber Pointe has been reserved for the dinner. Rick reported that Lynette has been in contact with the Brass Pig about catering for the event.

4th of July/Fireworks: Bob reported that there will be a need to order some more ‘yard’ signs to advertise the pontoon parade and fireworks. Bob has also spoken with the fireworks vendor, J & M Displays, and we are on their calendar for July 4, 2024.  The cost is not yet known: J&M will be providing a proposal as soon as they can.

Address signs: no report submitted.

McLean County Board Liaison: Rick had nothing to report.

Guided Nature Walks: Helen & Paul were unable to attend and no report was submitted. Traci did remind everyone that East Bay was inviting all lake residents and friends to their Winter Solstice Hike on December 21 beginning at 6:00 PM. They will have a campfire, and will be providing hot chocolate, hot cider, and s’mores!

Chlorine Tablet program: John Hoffman continues to sell the tablets at just below cost.  There was some discussion about maybe increasing the price to fully cover the cost.

Flag Maintenance: Bob reported that the flag is still hung up on the cables and unable to be lowered and replaced.  Bob will contact Joe again to see about resolving the issue.

Camp Partnerships: Traci again urged everyone to support East Bay and their Winter Solstice Hike – they have been very good partners with us.  Traci will continue discussions with East Bay about a garage sale in the spring.

Dock concerts: 1 currently scheduled for July 6 (Lisa G at Kaisner’s). Bob and Traci are reaching out to Illinois Symphony Orchestra about a possible ensemble performance.

Pickleball: East Bay continues to open the indoor court for our members use when camps are not in session.  There was further discussion about the possibility of locating an outdoor court (or 2!) at the old City shed site west of Davis Lodge.  The expense of developing a court was discussed, and it was agreed that such a project may require a separate fundraising effort.

Association Park: Matt Matigian agreed to lead this initiative, working with Julia D. and Robert M., and begin to explore ways we may be able to improve the park.

Township Road Liaison: Cathy W. unable to attend; no report submitted.

OLD BUSINESS:

Fall Clean Up Day: Traci reported a great turnout and cooperative weather! Thank you to all who came out and walked the ditches to clean up our lake! The Spring Clean Up will be held the week before the Lake Run (probably April 27).

Winter Social: Will be held February 8th from 5-7 PM. Traci will contact Craig at LRI and arrange food. A notice will be in the Winter Newsletter and put out on Facebook/e-mail.

NEW BUSINESS:

2024 Budget: Discussion was held regarding the budget for next year.  The proposed budget was amended to add a $1500.00 expense for a new LBA Directory, and to delete the amount proposed for pickleball court development, (pending further discussion/planning).  Mark C. moved approval of the budget, Rick M. seconded; motion carried.

Lake Christmas Tree: As part of the budget discussion, it was agreed to again fund a lake Christmas Tree, but it was decided that rather than a live tree, the LBA would purchase a ‘flagpole’ style lighted tree.  Traci and Bob will meet with Joe D to finalize the plan and then purchase the more permanent tree.

Lake Breeze Winter Edition: submission date set as noted above.

OTHER BUSINESS:

Discussion was held regarding ideas for possible new revenue sources.  Proposals discussed included: A Halloween Haunted House; a Tour of Lake Homes; a Casino Night; holding a silent auction at the Spring Dinner; an increase in LBA dues. Further discussion to come.

Matt M. made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Rick M; motion carried.

Next meeting to be held January 11, 2024.  Location to be determined.
