LBA ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday, September 7, 2023
El Paso Golf Club

108? Members in attendance

7:15 PM:  Meeting called to order by LBA Board Presidents Bob & Traci Freitag
Traci & Bob welcomed everyone, including new LBA members

Treasuer’s Report provided by Rick Mehall

Outgoing LBA Board members were recognized.  Thank you to Tria & Craig Bouas (secretary) and to Terry and John Hoffman (Board members) for your years of service.

The annual President’s Report was presented by Traci & Bob Freitag:

	LBA BOARD:  First, your LBA Board held 8 monthly board meetings, hosted by various 	board members in their respective homes around the lake.  One of those meetings 	was a strategic planning session, held at the Timber Pointe Lodge in January of this 	year.  At that meeting, our LBA Strategic Plan, which lays out the LBA mission 	statement, goals, and various initiatives or activities of the board throughout the year 	directed at achieving those goals, was reviewed and updated.  The strategic plan is 	available to any member who is interested in reviewing it.  The board also maintained 	our LBA website and Facebook page; produced and distributed 3 issues of the Lake 	Breeze, our organization newsletter; updated, printed and distributed the LBA 	directory, (copies are available tonight if you are in need of one!); and hosted a 	number of social events, including our Winter Social Hour at Lake Road Inn in February 	as well as our Spring Dinner which was held at Timber Pointe in May. And, of course, 	the board continued its work on the many initiatives and activities which help us to 	support the LBA’s Mission of enhancing the quality of life for all of our members and 	lake residents.  Traci and I would like to highlight some of the successes of the past 	year on those initiatives.

	COORDINATING DOCK CONCERTS:  One of our newer initiatives, which I must say I find 	to be just so fun and exciting for our lake community, is helping to coordinate dock 	concerts throughout the summer season.  This summer was a huge success, as a 	number of residents  stepped up to host various bands and musicians on their docks 	who performed concerts for all to enjoy.  We want to thank the following residents 	who hosted concerts this summer:
		
		(1) Diana and Matt Matigian, who hosted a “Sound-Check” Concert on July 3rd 			featuring their incredibly talented sons;
		(2) Ralph and Elsa Endress, who hosted the “Golden Embers” on July 15th;
		(3) Don & Diana Parks, along with Rick & Betty Hamm, who hosted the band 			“Highway J” on a very hot Thursday evening, July 27th;
		(4) Ross and Angel Clark, who hosted our very own lake community resident 			Lisa Galliart and her band “Lisa G and the Good Reasons” on August 3rd;
		(5) Rick Hemwall & Lisa Molter who hosted Justin Brown on August 12th;
		(6) Shannon Duvendack & Matt Stuckel who held their annual fundraiser for St. 		Jude featuring music by Lee Hall and Eddie Harmann on August 26th.

	What a wonderful and fun gift each of these residents have given to our lake 	community by hosting these dock concerts!  If anyone is interested in hosting a dock 	concert next year, please contact me and the LBA will be more than happy to help 	promote your event!

	SPRING AND FALL CLEAN-UP:  2 lake clean-up days were held in the past year, one last 	fall and again this spring.  On each of those days, LBA volunteers gathered together to 	walk around our lake perimeter roads and pick up trash.  We’d like to thank Craig and 	Tria Bouas (BOSS) for coordinating this initiative, all those who came out to help, and a 	big thank you to Cassie Leitzen and the East Bay Camp staff who provided a wonderful 	hot breakfast for all the volunteers who came out for our Spring Clean Up day on April 	29th!

	Beautification Committee:  The LBA continues to work with Advantage Lawn & 	Landscaping to supply and spread mulch in our landscaping areas around the lake.  	Thank you to Shannon Duvendack & Matt Stuckel who help coordinate this initiative 	for the LBA.  And we are so grateful for all of the residents who volunteer their time to 	plant flowers and plants in these areas, as well as all the other beautiful wildflower 	gardens that now grace the various neighborhoods around our lake!  A big thank you 	Janet Wiser who has been so helpful in these efforts, and of course to Joe Darter and 	his city staff who continue to support this task of making our lake an even more 	beautiful and enjoyable place.

	City/County Liaison:  Mark Csanda continues to serve the LBA after many years on the 	board by working as our liaison with the City of Bloomington.  Mark stays in regular 	contact with Joe Darter and other city staff members to promote a relationship of 	cooperation with the City and insure that the city is aware of concerns of our residents 	and ways in which we can all work together toward addressing those concerns.  This 	past year, the LBA Board has expanded our liaison program by adding a County Liaison 	position as well.  Board member Rick Hamm serves in that position, and Rick has 	begun developing a relationship with officials representing McLean County, including 	reaching out to both Cathy Metsker and Adam Reeves who represent County Board 	District 1, which encompasses our lake community, as well McLean County 	Administrator Cassie Taylor.  Earlier this year, Mark and Rick were instrumental in 	coordinating a joint meeting with both city and county officials, as well as Hudson 	Township officials, to begin a dialogue directed at developing solutions to a pressing 	concern of many of our residents, namely: the deteriorating conditions of many of our 	interior roads at the lake. This effort is, frankly, in the early stages, but the LBA is 	committed to fostering a positive relationship with our government entities to work 	toward addressing this issue, and I can report to you that recent conversations give us 	a degree of optimism that we will be able to find solutions. Thank you to both Mark 	and Rick for your ongoing efforts on our behalf with our government officials.

	SIGNS PROJECT:  The LBA continues to work with lake resident Nate Green in 	maintaining the various neighborhood address signs around our lake.  Thanks to board 	members John Hoffman and Mark Schuler who coordinate this effort.  Nate is in the 	process of creating a number of new name plates for recent residents, and those name 	plates should begin to be placed in the appropriate signs later this fall.

	LAKE BREEZE:  The LBA continues to produce a quarterly newsletter, The Lake Breeze, 	which is intended to share news of our lake community, activities of the LBA, and 	various items of interest to lake residents.  This past year we have continued to work 	with Michael Randitsas, a graphic designer who puts our newsletter together.  Thank 	you to lake residents Jeff Jackson and Pam Cather, who graciously share many of their 	beautiful photographs from around our lake for publication in our newsletter.

	LBA Membership:  We presently have just over 200 members/families in the Lake 	Bloomington Association.  Lezlee Dillon serves the board as our membership 	coordinator, and she provides packets about the lake and the LBA to new residents.  If 	you are a recent resident of the lake and have not received a welcome packet, please 	let us know and we will insure that one gets delivered to you.

	4th OF JULY CELEBRATION:  Like many of you, Traci and I just love the 4th of July at Lake 	Bloomington!  The sounds of laughter and celebration that fill the air during that day 	bring huge smiles to our faces.  This year, I was in charge of the weather, and if I don’t 	say so myself I think I did an amazing job – it was a beautiful day!  The LBA continues 	to sponsor the annual pontoon boat parade and it was once again a wonderful event.  	We had 9 boats participate in the contest this year, and it was evident that our judges 	had a difficult task choosing a winner given the creative and fun decorations that were 	on display.  The big winners of the annual Ranney Traveling Trophy were Tom Carey & 	Megan Dortenzo with their amazing pirate ship entry (one of 2 incredible pirate 	themed entries this year!).  Thank you to all those who worked hard at decorating 	their pontoons and participating in the parade, and to our City Lake Patrol for leading 	the parade this year!  Our fireworks display that night was once again a fantastic way 	to demonstrate our patriotism and pride in our country, and of course a great way to 	end our big day at the lake.  Thanks to the Gridley Fire Department for providing safety 	and fire protection for the show, and to the City staff for making sure everything 	worked out at the site.  We can’t wait to see everyone come out again to celebrate 	next year – start thinking of some great pontoon boat ideas now – it’s never too early!

	CHLORINE TABLETS PROGRAM:  The LBA continues to offer our residents chlorine 	tablets for your septic systems.  This is such an easy and important way that you can 	help keep our lake water clean.  We have tablets available here tonight, as we do at 	the Spring Dinner as well.  The LBA subsidizes the cost of those tablets, so they are 	much more affordable than they would be if you purchase them on your own.  Board 	member John Hoffman, who is ending his time on the board, has agreed to continue 	coordinating the sale of these tablets, so thank you John  for that service!  Tablets can 	be purchased tonight – 5 for only $10!

	LBA DIRECTORY:  The board continues to produce a written directory of all LBA 	members, and we were able to publish a new edition of the directory for distribution 	at the Spring Dinner earlier this year.  We do have directories available tonight if you 	have not yet received one.  Thank you to board members Helen Ogar and Paul 	Lawrence who coordinated updating and printing of the current directory.

	CAMP PARTNERSHIPS:  It has been my pleasure this past year to work with our camp 	neighbors at East Bay and Timber Pointe on behalf of the LBA.  Cassie Leitzen at East 	Bay and Lydia Gartner and Nancy Lane at Timber Pointe have been so supportive of 	working with and supporting the LBA and our lake community.  East Bay has graciously 	opened up their indoor pickleball court for free use by lake residents when there is not 	a camp in session.  In return for this gift, the LBA partnered with East Bay in paying for 	the cost of the surface of that indoor court to be resurfaced so that it is now much 	safer to use.  East Bay has also invited lake residents to join in their Sunday morning 	worship services during the summer months.  The Timber Pointe Yacht Club, headed 	up by LBA Board Member Commodore Paul Lawrence, continued this year to provide 	Wednesday evening boat rides to camp participants.  What a great way to showcase 	our beautiful lake to these campers and their counselors!  Thank you to all the boat 	captains who make this possible each week during the summer camp season.

	PICKLEBALL COURT DEVELOPMENT:  One of our new initiatives is directed at one of the 	fastest growing recreational sports in the nation: pickleball!  The LBA has begun 	exploring with the city the possibility of adding an outdoor pickleball court to one of 	the public areas around the lake.  We are still in the discussion stage of this initiative, 	but we have had a generally positive response form city staff involved in enabling this, 	and we are hopeful that before long we will be able to announce a partnership with 	the city in installing an outdoor pickleball court for all lake residents to use!  Stay 	tuned!

	Finally, we want to close our annual President’s Report by thanking our outgoing 	board members.  We are so grateful for the willingness of these folks to volunteer 	their time, effort and passion to making our lake community a better place for all of 	us.  Thank you to our outgoing Board Secretaries: Craig and Tria Bouas.  Craig and Tria 	have served the board in many capacities over the years, and you will be missed!  We 	also want to recognize and give a heartfelt thank you to outgoing directors Terry and 	John Hoffman.  It has been such a pleasure to serve with you both.


Nomination and election of new LBA Board members was then addressed.  The nominating committee, made up of Traci & Bob Freitag, Helen Ogar and Mark Csanda, presented a recommended slate of officers.  The nominations were:

	Cathy & Brad Wallace for the office of secretary
	Kathy and Daryl Oncken for a 3 year term as Director
	Julia Davis & Robert McDonald for a 3 year term as Director

There were no other nominations from the floor

Motion to approve and elect the slate of officers was made by Nancy Brady; second by Craig Bouas; Motion carried.  Congratulations and welcome to our new board members!

There was no additional business presented.

Motion to adjourn the 2023 Annual meeting made by Helen Ogar; second by Lynn Finlen; motion carried, meeting was adjourned.
